WSSP Problem Set 2 – Sterile Technique


Name: ______________________________  School: ________________________________

Problem Set 2: Sterile Technique and Bacterial Cultures

1.  Indicate if the following items are sterile.
a) Water that comes out of the tap  
Yes 
No

b) Your fingers   
Yes 
No

c) A yellow pipet tip in the box 
Yes 
No

d)  LB media in a bottle on the reagent shelf
Yes 
No

e)  Water that comes out of the large carboy  
Yes 
No

f)  A yellow pipet tip that was used to pipet bacterial cells
Yes 
No

g)  A bottle of LB media that is cloudy
Yes 
No

h)  A 10 ml pipet that touched the bench
Yes 
No

2. What is an autoclave and what is it used for? 

3. Write the names of the first four clones that you are going to isolate DNA from.

4. Why are the overnight cultures grown at 37ºC with shaking? 

5.
Why do we set up the ON cultures in LB instead of water?

6.
Why don’t we add more than one bacterial colony to each tube when making our ON cultures?  
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